
 

Arizona State Senate 
1700 W Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007 PRESS RELEASE 

Senator Anna Tovar, LD19 Senate Democratic Leader 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
May 29, 2014 

 

 

State must follow through on this important first step 

toward protecting Arizona’s children 
 

 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Senator Anna Tovar released the following statement on the creation of the 

Department of Child Safety: 

 

“For far too long we have seen Child Protective Services hobbled by funding cuts and failed leadership, which 

is why today we took an important first step toward protecting our most vulnerable citizens by creating a new 

agency and providing funding requested by Governor Brewer to get it on its feet,” said Sen. Tovar. 

 

“We've been down this road before with the 2003 CPS reform. Though entered into with the best of intentions, 

the execution of that reform was soon undone by a Legislature that failed to see the value in adequately 

funding the safety of Arizona families and children. 

 

“This time we need to make sure it’s done right. 

 

“Next year brings a new Legislature and a new governor who will inherit the responsibility of moving this new 

agency forward. They must show their commitment by fully funding its needs and maintaining consistent and 

competent leadership. 

 

“We pray they have the wisdom and the vision to see this new agency through these difficult first steps to 

become a resource that keeps Arizona families together and keeps our children safe from harm.” 
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